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Ideas/Content: This trait addresses the writer's theme along with the supporting details
that develop and enrich that theme. Regardless of the type or purpose of writing, ideas
should be clear, complete, and well-developed. One clear focus should be apparent, but
development and details should be thorough, balanced, and well suited to audience and
purpose. (http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/6traits/ideascontent.pdf)

Organization: This trait addresses the structure of a piece of writing including the
thread of central meaning and the patterns that hold the piece together. Regardless of
the type or purpose of writing, a well-thought out order of ideas should be apparent. The
structure should suit the topic, with a consciously planned opening and closing, each
paragraph specific to one central idea, and transitions that tie the details together.
(http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/6traits/organization.pdf)

Voice: The type of voice will vary according to the purpose and type of piece, but it
should be appropriately formal or casual, distant or intimate, depending on the audience
and purpose. (http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/6traits/voice.pdf)

Word Choice: This trait reflects the writer’s use of specific words and phrases to
convey the intended message in an interesting, precise, and natural way appropriate to
audience and purpose. (http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/6traits/wordchoice.pdf)

Sentence Fluency: This trait addresses the rhythm and flow of language. Sentence
structure should be strong and varied.
(http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/6traits/sentencefluency.pdf)

Conventions: This trait addresses the mechanics of writing, spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, and paragraph breaks. It can also include proper format.
(http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/6traits/conventions.pdf)
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